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in the evening of the second day of the seva that we had
committed a great blunder in having failed to notice the
religious significance of the Ekadasi day.

Our sole aim, nay the cherished desire at heart, was
to visit Mantralaya. In addition, my mother was also
entertaining a craving to visit Tirumala during the trip and
the programme had been drawn up accordingly, but in
our anxiety to cover both the places within the limited
time available at our disposal, we had overlooked the
fact that there was an Ekadasi day, in between!

At the conclusion of the second day's seva, we
decided to continue it on the Ekadasi day and as usual
did the pradakshana and namaskara on the third day
too. I was not aware then of the religious propriety or
otherwise, of performing seva on an Ekadasi day. And I
consoled myself that for doing seva to Sri Gururaja, one
need not be choosy of the time and day and that it could
be performed any day, without distinction.

On the Ekadasi night, we had a discussion in our
cottage and planned to leave early next day for
Mantralayam Road Station. But my mother had other
ideas and said, 'Appa, we have come here somehow and
are even leaving the place tomorrow. If you do as I
suggest, it would be good. I have sought the ad vice of the
Brindavan authorities also.'

'Please tell, Amma..../

'We last had the prasad of Sri Rayaru yesterday
noon. The whole of today we are fasting. It is not proper
to leave the place tomorrow, without taking his prasad....'

In that case, we would be delayed, Amma...../